MAIN SOURCES OF
ELECTRRICITY, IN TiHE U’S:

WHERE DOES OUR ELECTRICITY COME FROM?
Below is a comparison of the main sources of electricity used in the U.S.

Natural gas is a fossil fuel extracted by digging vertically into the earth.

Natural rce, but (aside from renewable sources)
i asing less CO2 and pollutant

Coal, another non-renewable fo

sported to power plants, then cleaned and crushed i
uel to heat water into steam, which spins a turbine to g

and nitrogen into the air. Combined with water vapor, thi
| of nutrients needed by plants and trees to grow and tra
cosystems, increasing the water’s acidity and harming fi
rns, it also releases large amounts of carbon into the
slobal warming. These reasons make carbon a highl

Nuclear power is a zero-emission, clean energy sou
quality. The United States has the largest nuclear
double the amount of the next closest, China

ich spins large turbines to generate electricity.
20% o uclear fission of uranium atoms. Nuclear fission is the
is process occurs in a highly insulated and secured
NUCEEAR | W
ants are costly to build, and the radioactive waste byproduct

FISSION e ore oo

= Made from silicon, solar or photovoltaic cells
panels creates some pollution.

Wind energy rotates turbine blades which feed an electric generator to proc

has become one of the cheapest energy sources in various parts of the country, |nclud|ng offs
open water locations. The main environmental impact of turbines is the disruption of local bird
habitats.

Hydropower relies on fast-moving water from a river or dam, which spins turbine blades as it passes
through. The main environmental impact of hydropower comes from the water diversion that the
construction of dams creates.
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